FRIEND Nile FUST Project

The FRIEND Nile FUST Project was initiated by UNESCO in March 1996 and aims at creating better understandings and quantification of the river Nile system to enhance the management of the Nile water resources and to improve the planning of water resources projects in the Nile Basin countries. Set within the framework of the Flanders-UNESCO Science Fund, the Flemish government of Belgium has supported the project since 2001, committing $929,700 for its first phase (2001-2006) and $958,445 for its second phase (2006-2011).

To date, six Nile Basin countries have been actively contributing to the implementation of the research activities of the project: Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Sudan, and Egypt. The project itself is coordinated from the Water Resources Research Institute in Egypt and remains open to other Nile Basin countries. To implement the FRIEND/Nile project, five research teams of water resource experts from the region and the Flemish community have been working together. Their work in the second phase has been focused on five technical themes:
1. Hydrologic Modeling, coordinated by the University of Dar Es Salaam of Tanzania
2. Erosion and Sediment Transport Modeling, coordinated by the UNESCO-Chair in Water Resources of Sudan
3. Stochastic Modeling, coordinated by the University of Nairobi of Kenya
4. Ecohydrology, coordinated by the Makerere University of Uganda
5. Integrated Water Resources Management, coordinated by the Water Resources Research Institute of Egypt
This technical research has provided new methodologies, tools, software, and technologies for enhancing the institutional and human resources capacity building in the field of the Nile Basin water resource management. The exchange of results among the different researchers has been a successful exercise in forwarding the objectives of the FRIEND/Nile project and enhancing the research cooperation between the implementing institutions in the Nile basin countries and the Flemish universities in particular. The project also establishes a strong model for South-North and South-South cooperation; one of the main objectives of the endeavor.

This cooperation has also produced twenty-seven joint technical papers that were prepared and presented by the research teams of the project at international conferences. At this point, 3 papers have already been published in international peer reviewed journals with the contribution and involvement of researchers from Egypt, Tanzania and Kenya in collaboration with their Flemish counterparts. Currently, new work is under preparation to be submitted to international scientific journals.

